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INNER-CITY HIGH SCHOOL — CONSTRUCTION 

157. Mr J.N. CAREY to the Premier: 
I refer to the chronic overcrowding of Perth high schools that the McGowan government inherited from the 
previous Liberal–National government — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I will have no interjections when people are asking a question and I will call you to order if you do. 

Mr J.N. CAREY: — and the decisive action that it took in its first year to commit to a new inner-city high school. 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call the member for North West Central to order for the first time. 

Mr J.N. CAREY: I ask — 

(1) Can the Premier update the house on this project, which is vital for families and children in my electorate? 

(2) How will the construction of this new inner-city high school benefit WA businesses and local jobs? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Before I answer that question, on behalf of all government members and I assume all members of the opposition 
and the National Party as well, I would like to pass on my condolences and regards to the Leader of the National 
Party, Mia Davies, on the loss of her father, Dexter, who was a former member of the upper house and a highly 
respected member of the Western Australian community, especially the regional community of Western Australia. 
I know he would be very proud of what his daughter has achieved and I know that she and the entire family will 
no doubt be grieving tremendously at the moment. We all pass on our thoughts to her and her family. 

(1)–(2) I thank the member for Perth for the question. This morning the Minister for Education and Training, the 
Minister for Transport, the member for Mount Lawley, the member for Perth and I were able to go and 
turn the first sod on the new inner-city high school in the member for Nedlands’ electorate. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I do not have his number! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We are very pleased to start that project because inner-city high schools are bursting at the 
seams. Indeed, some of the high schools in the western suburbs—Shenton College and Churchlands Senior High 
School—as well as Mount Lawley Senior High School are very full of students. Some of them are approaching 
3 000 students. We are very pleased to build a new inner-city high school in a location that meets the needs of the 
people of the inner city. We are seeing a great deal more density in the inner suburbs of Perth. With density comes 
population and obviously lots of high school-aged students and primary school-aged students looking for a high school. 

We have placed this new high school in the right location. It is being built by PACT Construction, 
a Western Australian company that delivers many jobs and many projects across Western Australia. It will be an 
iconic new high school with state-of-the-art technology in science, digital technology, food and textiles. We will 
also be able to ensure that the Subiaco Oval space will be available to not only the school as playing fields, but 
also to the general public, so that anyone from across Western Australia who loves that piece of ground will be 
able to go along and kick the footy, throw a ball or frisbee, have a picnic or whatever it might be on that piece of 
ground as part of this redevelopment. In light of the magnificent history of that ground, I am sure all 
Western Australians will love this project. As I said, this is an important project—part of many schools that we 
are building across Western Australia. We are doing school projects in your electorate, Mr Speaker, in Bunbury, 
Collie and Broome. Many schools are being upgraded and improved under this government across regional 
Western Australia. This new inner-city high school will not only create jobs, but also solve a massive problem that 
has existed for a long time that was not addressed by our predecessors, one that we are addressing. 
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